of-fact parent does not try to "influ-
ence" s child townrd good  behavior,
since the c¢hild holds the whip. In
place of sugh mistaken effort,the par-
ent will do only his part within
the framework of any given situation
and wait patiently until the child
understands that it 1is necessary to
meet othersg half way at all times.

We often forget that mno child is per-
sonally respongible for being o prob-
lem--he is only the victim of a mis-
taken attitude toward social living.
Yhere did he get the idea that he
could live always like a worm in an
apple? Our own eagerness to smooth
out his path hag resulted in his get-
ting the impression that our function
is to serve him; and that "getting
what he wants vwhen he wants it" is the
eriterion of each moment. We have not
made it possible for him to discover
that it is just as much fun to give as
to receive! Since our ambition for
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his sueeoss and our anxiety for his
safety hove led him into this mistaken
life-attitude, we must gradunlly re-
tre.ce our steps and give back the in-
dependence we hnve teken from him. If
it pains or frightens us to sec him
fumble in his efforts, then we must
strengthen our own courage beforc eX=-
pecting similar growth in him.

Problem=bchavior in a child, then, 1is
no product of spontancous gencration.
It is the product of an  intcraction
between the child and his immediate
enviromment--the reaction of a growing
poersonality to his family's ambitions
and timidities! If we arc able to de-
tect in him the shady side of our own
persomality, we can help him by chang-

~ing the manner in which we rclate our-

gclves to him. Sincce the fault is not
wholly hig, hc is not the only onc who
ought to change! Fellowship is a job
for two (or morc) members of the human
race.

EWS

"pgychopathological Disorders in the
Mother" by Mabel Huschka, Jourmal of
Nervous and Mental Disease, 1941, Vol.
94, pp. 76-83.

"In a group of 488 problem children,
203 of the mothers, or 41.6 por cent,
were found to be suffering from pgy-
chopathological conditions, Of these
motherg, the 30 who werc cxemined or
treated in the psychiatric out-paticent
department suffercd primarily - from
varioug pgychoneurotic disorders. The
pathology which they prescnted wos
complex, and in each casc the mother's
pathological state was an esscential
foctor in the problems of the child
who had been referred for psychiatric
help. These¢ mothers were peculiarly
hard to treat becoause +they had the
firmly established habit of project-
ing their difficulties wupon  their
children. The patterns underlying the
symptémyptiée behavior of thesc women
are distinctly individunl ond do not
lend themselves readily to classifica-
tion into subgroups with common char-
acteristics...The cssential point to
be determined is why the mother be-
haves og she does, why she shows the

child too much love or too much hos-
tility." This study gives ample sta-
tiptical support to Adler's finding
that of the social-cnvironmental ine
fluences shaping the personality of
the child, the mother's persomlity is
the outstanding one.

e

"Pgychoamlysis and Individunl Psye
chology" by P. H. Ronge, Nederl.
Tijdschr.Psychol.,1939,7, pp. 199-209.
Frcud ag the older was influenced
more by the older psychological trends
(associationism, apperceptionism), Ad-
ler as the younger, more by inten-
tionalism and actionism. Thus Freud
sccs more scparate, relatively imnc-
tive elcments, Adler more movement and
activity. Also the persomnlities of
the two play o part. Adler's was a
rcestless mature with whieh theory came
in sccond place; Freoud vas morc booke-
ish. Froud as an oldest child was
morc authoritarian, Adler as o second
child (who is frequently opposed  to
authority), more democratic.

--H. L. Ansbacher (Brown University)
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