
tlllen one mentions Sox j~(':::[(~'n:i:;ion

for children, the aver2,[,e l)oc;Jon thin~:s

only of the im})artinc of ld..Jlocical
facts to j)hysicall,r iEll!le..~;lcre hldivid­
nals. ITany erLlotio~'1,l controvers ies
thri ve as to whether this is hell)ful
or harmful to children. Somo say that
the "sexual difficulties;' 0: mature
life will be avoided bv ~eachinG chil­
dr'en "sex"at an oarl,r 0.:;0; Oth8TS feel
that this creates a mor"bic1. int,:Jrost in
sexual i tV. It seoms I hov-revor , that
the broader implications of tIl•.:: j)J:'ob­
lem are overlooked in the he~t of 0.,1'­

gnment. As a rOSlcl t, tho vlholo problom
of sox education gets out of porSj)0c­
tivo and the most dy~~mic aS~Gcts of
our common sox life £11'0 disroc;c,rdocl.

Sox is moro a soci3.1 r,]c,tt.J1' than
a private prooccupation, BoiDv ~ Da10
or bo ing a femalo moans v~.stJ.·r r.1('1'O in
torms of daily lifo than tho hiologi­
cal facts would indicato. Tbo illdhicl­
ua1 livos in a social COl'~to 't, and tho
biological function of sox is but a
part of his total 1 Ho. 13l't social
living is stro:ne1v influo!.lCuC' D,r tho
clivision of hVJl111n boinGs i:r:.t 1:\10 SO):­

OS. Anirno..ls tako sox for vfL),t it is;
but human boings oxagGor!l,"~o s.):~ d.if­
foroncos through diff(;ro;lt Cl!.StOE1S r1ncl
clothing, JlOJt of tho so::unl c1.ifficu1­
tios ~~ wish to avoid a1'iso ~~ fr~

thQ. _GJ1.,8.t.2.!lll}. surrounclinc., 80xl......",1 i tv and.
sox-C'.ifforoncos than from thcJ diffor­
oncos thomsol vos. In short, so:': ocluca­
tion for tho child oU3ht to "b~ moro
occupi~d with impartip~ an ulK~urstand­

ing of our cul tural condit iJT:in..:, than
it is at prosont--ohowiDG tho facto in
thoir socir11 CODDoctedneG~.

Ono school of psychology m~kos a
~ro~t issuo of tho fonnlo onvy of tho
[;')2,10 pODis and o,[Jcri"bos most j)ovchic
difficulticnj oxpori,mcod "by woman and
!;-irls to this factor. This mistako
could hap])en ody with people who try
-GO 'wderst::mrl sex apart from ~:od.:\l

cuctomo ela"borated for its social
:Lllnctioning! Our social life [',nd folk­
W:.l.yf) ~re iphFjrited from a po,triarchal
p~:>,st vrhen the nnle W11S given the domi­
lnnt }'ole ~nd 11 0vme d!1 the ferno..les. All
:pre~·)tifSe ancl- nmndane ~dv~ntages were
GivGn to the role, the female rotain­
inG ['.8 her "right" those nonpredatory
chr:,}'o,c"toristics un.....cco:Pt~l)lo or use-
loss to tho predc,tory nnlo. Even to-
clo,y the Vlora "mc,sculine" sym"bolizes
::,11 thr'.t is domiY'nnt, and f1femininelt
sicnifios the passivo ~nd submissive
hur.nn ch[',ro.cteristics.

In ouch a vror1d, v-rho would not
rc.th,.n "bo 0, r.n1e than 0.. for.11110? The
fomale role in modorn C1.1.1 turo io still
uLdo~v"luod and lookod down on. And
[.1,8 lon~ :1S croator IJriviloces aregiven
tho mr,lo Docauso of tho "biological ac­
c iclont of "birth, for.onlos vrill bo on­
vious. No ono caros to accopt a posi­
tion of pornnnont inforiorit7 through­
out lifo--ono that cun nevor bo fully
COr.1~,)ol:;Jr.,tod whilo tho condition of bo­
inc "f01":11110" is consit·.'3rod 100s vr11u­
[',blo th~:m boing a nalo.

Tho first I1 S0X \! .oducation girls
and boys _ot is tho un(l.orGtanc1.inG that
thoro aro <2.iffo_r_'22~_cJ.lJ_ of E,.ivilo.B'£ in
favor of tLo [Dlo. Wo don't toll thom-­
out thoy soo that tho fatbor has
gro~tor freedom ~nd ~oro solf-dotormi-
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~~tion th~n tho nothor. Soci~l pros­
suro arisos oo.rly to por:=J"llo,fl.o girls to
be II nico" (pasf.1ivo) n.Ld. ovon Groator
pressure is put on boys to bo aGcres­
sive o.nd competitive (IlrOC1o,tory).A boy
with n. dirty fo.co is tC',l::Ol: f·:1' c;rar:tod,
but to girl who is clirt~r in f1:J:_~'-i;]()dll in­
to ovor-valuing clo~r)liro8s. 13y snch
tricks, we subduo in Girls tbo c\'ctivi­
ty "Ihich is mturo.l to both Girls 0. no..
boys. A girl who ho,s to r.31:';o,i11 clo~'.,n

n.t 0.,11 timos must ovorCODO ~",C2:reosive

tondencios o.nc3. cultivo,to onl-.' tho I)CUj-­

sivo traits which 0.,1'0 conc:iclorocl 11un­
JX!.111;)T. It Thoso subtlo IJross ....u."cs o::ort­
00.. on children fran tho first chys of
life soon result in wh~t is co..llod
"nnsculine l1 and "fominino ' ! cohavior.
Tho fonnle is art Hic bUy held. 'back
by the custons of our 1'0..tri::."rch:\1 civ­
ilization and kOl)t fron C01:lPOtir\g "Jith
tho r;ale. And 1\Thile thoso customs 1'0­
r,nin uncho..ngod, thoro will DO onmity
botween tho soxos regardless of 0.60 or
condition.

Social customs r:othor them tho
biological sc;~-f\~ctiol1 dotormine the
manner c.nd tir1e in which soX ydll 'be
exporioncod cmd o:h.'}Jrossod 'by tho indi­
vidual. Po-rants and teo..cherfJ Dust 0..0­
cide whethor they 1)'Jc"nt to continue
this ino\1.uality Detwoor: the 801:OS. If
they bo1iove that tho futuro of tho
raco is 'bost servod by artificio,lly
linitil'1g tho powers of oo,ch fer.n10,
then we ought to contirmo trying to
r.nke boys "nore r.nlily" (ucl.sc'l.1.1ino) and
girls !11os s rUlllyt! (DO 1'0 f onini LO ) •
"JJo..s cuI j.no" and llferJiJ:.inc,t! o..:co o,rti­
:@c~l!. of .9_ur .Q.'l.lJ.!2:!.9_, linitil:S tho 'bo­
ho..vior of individuc,ls, Cl.I:.d I:l:~J. BQ..

J..O,l149,L ]:le .9..G1ls.G.q, x~.i.tl~ !:9,J.Q. ~"J~ .[0­
.!:J9.1£! :But if wo 'believe that the fu­
turo of r.unkind is servod Dottor by a
groo,tor 0~un1ity and idontity of in­
terost betvreon the sej~oa, ViO r.1Ust dis-

cQrd the fictions of r.nsculinity and
foninini t;)T.

so:~ education for tho younG ought
to bo a conscious ovaluation of these
fo..ctors o.nd fictions as they o,pply to
tho c1:1. ilv 11.ve s 0four ehil0..1'0 n. Tho
lifo D.ttituelos arc boing solidifiod
cl'l.'.rirs childl10od, [md it is for us to
dotoI'nir:.o tho direction of the tronds
to 1le oxprossed in-later life. VJhen we
co,11 0, boy a "sissy"; wo do nora than
shane hin--wo dofaDo Cl.nd dishonor 0,11
hmI",n fon~leD with tho SCl.E10 broathY
The roo-I &~r.ngo dono tho 'boy is srn11
il'1. cGDpo..rison to tho l'1'1rJ:1 inflictoD. on
fern1eD 'by us in@; their sox o,s D.. synbol
of worthlossness for ovo,lUD,ting tho
boy. ~10 vAlola POSSiDiG~ with which
our cuI ture st ill regards wonen o.nd
G!r:ts is oxpressed in tho word "sis­
:s~;n'

Tho little businoss of inpn.rting
biolOGical fC\.cts of sex is inconsider­
able in its offoct on individu~l chil­
o.ron in eonpo..rison to tho d:rrJD.nic of­
foct of v01o,t it Doans to bo a boy or
cirl ",12 ,?~~. .91:\.1 ture. It might bo far
DOl'O usefl)~ for us to tet',cIl boys and
girls how to regard each other with
sone clogree of equali tYI and to worry
les s a 'bout Y.'hat is cOfmoTIly called
sex-instruction.An arrogant LRle child
vlho is trt:dnecl to "con~y_er" others in
his envirOnnel'lt vril1--as a D8.n--try to
concfl:er vrocen sO:h.'l18.11y. And the wonan
who is envious of the arrogant n~le

vrill try to mke hin ufall" for her in
an effort to donirote hit:1. In 'both
cases, se:c is used as a Vleapon instead
of as a connon 'bond. Sex difficulties
do not arise fron ignorance of 'biology
as often (if at all) as tho:T stot'! fron
the rJut'llo,l antaGonist:1 and fOflr enb'en­
derod 'by over-v~luinG the rulo role
2,nd uncler-valuing the feclalo 1'010 in
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our cul turo. No 1'00..1 folloY!8hip is
possiDlo botwoo21 Dales D.nd fOl:nlos in
our civilization because of this 018­

take.

WODon thotlsol vos co:,t1'fbtrl;c Duch
tov.urd keepinG 1.1]) this nis tCl,1:or. t1'adi­
t iOnLl,l a ttitucle. ThaiI' 1'08':Jl1t;lont 0.­

Gainst boinG Ilundor-vnluorl fon.11oG 11 is
DO ::Jtror.g that they d'o not onjoy tho
socioty of ouch otllor. Wltnoof,i t~lO torn
"hell pi.1rty\? D-ncl tho scord'l.',l t":.0 of
tho [f,voruGo VlOrJo.n town1'o. sucll .:;::, tJlOr­
i11G's. This nttitudo only cO)"ltril)'L"ltos
to thO"go11oral scorn hO[1,~)oc1 U;JOJ. tho
ferlD,lo. It is unfo 1'turato tIc.',"!; WOCOll
assist in thair Oi'm docrc.dc..t1or, b~r

fniHnL:,' to und.orstand tho TO rn'Llts of
such thirlking.

No. turo l1<.....s I:'L1.do the 8 eX11;\1 ur/3'o
so conpelling that non and. WODOll narry
j.n spito of' tho nl1tagonism o,DJ. foal'
which oxists botwoen theLl. Ih.'Lt little
ho.ppincss exists in l:n1'riD'Go f01" nost
peoplo. Much 1s blanod 01". lI sO:D ':\l in­
conpo.tibilityll al:d "fel:nl0 friCicUtyll;
"but such vlOrds oxplo.in nothhJG. I\Tnr­
tiago is D.. job for two oQl~\l p~1'tl~1'o,

and it'can not 8uccooc1 uhon :d "1[1,,1_17

oxists. And in spite of thif!: \'TO con­
timw to train our childrOE DO that
th'c rivalry will "bg, .J2.tQJl9J.l't "b~r ~'n tu.ri­
ty. rrho 1'0[1,1' of boil'lG' llCollcluorod." and
continulJ-lly doprocin tod kOOrD r.nny
wonon fror.1 r:J[\,rrio.go. Or if tho:." lXl.rr;'l~

this factor induces l'1.".C;gil'lS, 1:J1'.il11116,
D..nd frigidity o.nd all tho i110 too

connon to tho l:1:.'1.rrioc1 state. Tra.ining
for follonship a):1(l a feolinG' of oq,ual­
i t~r botwoon tho 80XQS is tho only kind
of sox oc\.uc.c>,t:i.Oll vlhich yrill. .QQ.1 Jo,il
ij::: 1::"!1.r_~.. 1,'[e UWJt rOMOVO or nininizo
tho affoct of our pr.,triD-rc1ml 5,1'1hori­
tn.nco on our childron. Tlw boy who
"1001;:s c1ov,c~ on" [,:;i1'18 or tho Girl Hho
fo:::.rc: or ol:vios bOYrJ will grow up , to
bo 0. di:J8il.tir.Jfiocl r1£1rrio,[;o partnor.Our
I)l'o:;r:::.n of 80): oduccl,tiol1 OUGht to "be
tho correction of such nistakon atti­
tUdes l)ofo1'o puborty.

Tho sox :f:\~ll<?_tJ..9n will bo used in
111.l1:nl~. rolatioJ.~ship~J oxo.ctly ~;.s tho EJ..':.
.it~.:~g. tor":,rc1 tho othor sox dotermines
--i t k.s no o,uton01:10U8 life of i t8 0 vm!
ID1')o,rting tho "biological facts of sex
vrill !lO i thor help nor hn.rr.l (per QQ.) ,
for tho ::nowlodi,;;o will bo llEod only
accordinG to th~ character of tho in­
clivid'.lnl v;110 1'ocoivos tho instruction
All lifo cleuc..nds cooporo.tion,nnd coop­
oration cc..n ,exht Ol1..ly when thore is a
foolil1i..>' of oClun.lity prCfJOnt. Our tl sox
oducntiontl thon is nol'O riGhtly o.ccom­
p1j,ahcd whon wo ronovo o"bstnclos to
coopern,tion [1,noDG childron. To tho do­
groo \'10 CD.. l1 renovo tho injurious fic­
tio1'.l8 of tho so~cL1.11Gd. I:n8cu1i11e n.nd
feninir:o c::w,ractor d.ifforoncoo, wo pro­
note 0. foolil~ of rmtunl rogard bOi
twoon nc,los ['.. l1el fOl:nlos. rrhls It idonti ty
of intorost" will gUf1rantou proper uf.le
of tho fW:x:u.c',J. fUi1ction, and tho -oio1­
o[:;Y of sox can bo SUIJc1'inpo(Jod wi ihout
fO[1.r of dD,n'1L~'O to nlJ,Yone •.
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